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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jonathan A. Piatt (Reg. No. 41,255) on April 27, 2004. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: Claims 1, 4-5, 8, 11-12, 21, 24, and 26-28 have been amended. 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A method of communicating within a network 
interface apparatus, the method comprising: 

creating special i ntorno l commun i cation frames for internal communication in a 
first part of the network interface apparatus, wherein the special frames each include: 
an identifier that distinguishes the special frames from other frames 

passing through the network interface apparatus; and 
physical layer device control information; 

sending the special frames from the first part to a second part of the network 
interface apparatus through at least a media access controller of the network interface 
apparatus, wherein the second part includes a physical layer device; 
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identifying the special frames from among incoming frames incoming to the 
second part from the first part, wherein the identifying includes examining the incoming 
frames for the presence of the identifier; and 

extracting the physical layer device control information from the special frames at 
the second part. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
controlling the physical layer device using the physical layer device control information. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the extracting the 
physical layer device control information includes changing the contents of memory 
registers of the second part. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising 
creating additional special i ntornQ l commun i cat i on frames for internal communication in 
the second part the additional special frames including an additional identifier, and 
passing the additional special frames to the first part. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) A network interface apparatus comprising: 

a network medium interface which includes a physical layer device : 

a media access controller operatively coupled to the network medium interface; 



and 
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a device driver arrangement operatively coupled to the media access controller, 
the device driver arrangement including a device driver operatively configured to 
communicate with the media access controller, and an intermediate driver operatively 
configured to communicate control information to the network medium interface; 

wherein the intermediate driver and the network medium interface are operatively 
configured to communicate via special i ntorno l commun i cat i on frames created for 
internal communication which include the control information . 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the network 
medium interface includes a second media access controller operativelv coupled to the 
and a physical layer device. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended) A network interface apparatus comprising: 
a network medium interface which includes a physical layer device; 
a media access controller operatively coupled to the network medium interface; 
a device driver operatively configured to communicate with the media access 
controller; and 

means for controlling the physical layer device by passing control information 
through the media access controller, 

wherein the means for controlling includes means for creating and sending 
special i ntofno l commun i cat i o ft frames for internal communication which include the 
control information. 
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Claim 24 (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the means 
for crating the special i ntorno l communicQt r o n- frames for internal communication 
includes means for creating frames that are treated by the media access controller as 
data frames. 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the special 
jnt e rna l commun i catio n frames are sent only within the network interface apparatus, and 
are not passed outside the network interface apparatus. 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the network 
medium interface is configured to prevent passing of the special i nt e rna l communicat i on 
frames outside of the network interface apparatus. 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the network 
medium interface is configured to prevent passing of the special i nterna l communicat i on 
frames outside of the network interface apparatus. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. 
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5. The examiner as of general interest cites the following references. 

a. Caspar et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,834,31 3. 

b. Barghouit et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,535,521 . 

c. Bjorkqvist et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,456,629. 

d. Vangemert, U.S. Patent No. 6,289,386. 

e. Fischer et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,229,81 7. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bharat Barot whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam, Hosain, can be reached at (571) 272-3978. 

Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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